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1.  If you could create society the way 
you think it should be, what would 
that society be centered around? 

  64% 67% 63% 65% 58% 50%   66% Family 
 17% 2% 20% 25% 8% 16% 8% Government 
 10% 3% 11% 14% 6% 7% 5% Business 
 12% 20% 11% 12% 4% 16% 8% Church 
 17% 8% 18% 21% 17% 10% 12% Individual 
 2% 1% 2% 1% 8% 2% 1% Don’t Know/Refused 

 
 
 

  

2.  Going back now to the way things 
are today in [COUNTRY] and thinking 
specifically about family life.  
Generally speaking, do you think that 
the quality of family life in [COUNTRY] 
is stronger, weaker, or about the same 
as it was thirty years ago? 

  44% --- 44% 55% 28% 25% 24% Stronger 
 45% --- 45% 35% 53% 61% 68% Weaker 
 9% --- 9% 9% 10% 11% 6% About the same 
 2% --- 2% 1% 9% 3% 2% Don't Know/Refused 
 

 
 
 

  

3.  Thirty years from now, do you 
expect that the quality of family life in 
[COUNTRY] will be stronger, weaker, 
or about the same as today? 

  43% 22% 46% 53% 33% 29% 35% Stronger 
 34% 53% 31% 27% 31% 45% 44% Weaker 
 18% 24% 17% 15% 26% 17% 16% About the same 
 5% 1% 6% 5% 10% 9% 5% Don't Know/Refused 

 
 
 

  

4.   Thinking about a quality family 
life, which of the following is most 
important to you for creating a good 
QUALITY OF FAMILY LIFE?   

  37% 32% 38% 39% 29% 39% 40% A lasting marriage between a 
        husband and a wife 
 11% 23% 9% 7% 4% 28% 14% Religious faith 
 23% 9% 25% 28% 28% 17% 12% Financial security 
 8% 9% 7% 5% 11% 11% 12% A safe place to live 
 20% 26% 19% 19% 24% 5% 22% Interaction with extended family 
 1% 1% 1% 1% 4% 1% 1% Don't Know/Refused 

 
 
 

  

5.   Again, thinking of a quality family 
life, how important is HAVING AND 
RAISING A CHILD OR CHILDREN to 
the quality of family life.  Please rate 
this importance on a 1-to-7 scale, 
where “1” means HAVING AND 
RAISING A CHILD OR CHILDREN is 
not at all important to the quality of 
family life, and “7” means it is 
extremely important.   

  63% 58% 64% 67% 54% 61% 63% (7) 
 77% 70% 78% 80% 66% 83% 77% (6-7) 
 19% 25% 19% 18% 28% 15% 17% (3-5) 
 3% 5% 3% 2% 4% 1% 5% (1-2) 
 1% --- 1% --- 2% 1% --- Don't Know/Refused 
 6.2 6.0 6.3 6.3 5.9 6.3 6.1 Mean 
 

 
 
 

  

6.   When you think of a strong 
marriage, which one of the following 
is the most important for creating a 
STRONG MARRIAGE? 

  20% 22% 20% 24% 10% 19% 14% Lifelong commitment to 
        one's spouse 
 40% 48% 39% 35% 43% 26% 57% Good communication 
 12% 9% 12% 11% 17% 17% 9% Ability to resolve conflict 
 18% 7% 20% 21% 16% 25% 15% Shared interests and goals 
 1% 1% 1% 1% 2% 4% 1% Sexual satisfaction 
 7% 11% 7% 7% 9% 9% 4% Close friendship 
 1% 1% 1% 1% 3% 1% --- Don’t Know/Refused 
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7.   Again, thinking of marriage, how 
important is HAVING AND RAISING 
A CHILD OR CHILDREN to having a 
strong marriage?  Please rate this 
importance on a 1-to-7 scale, where 
“1” means HAVING AND RAISING A 
CHILD OR CHILDREN is not at all 
important to a strong marriage, and 
“7” means it is extremely important.   

  53% 32% 56% 59% 34% 65% 58% (7) 
 69% 42% 72% 77% 46% 83% 71% (6-7) 
 24% 39% 22% 20% 39% 15% 21% (3-5) 
 6% 18% 4% 2% 12% 1% 8% (1-2) 
 1% --- 1% 1% 4% 1% --- Don’t Know/Refused 
 5.9 4.8 6 6.2 5.1 6.4 5.9 Mean 
 

 
 
 

  

8a.   The definition of marriage is one 
man and one woman. 

  84% 83% 84% 86% 84% 63% 85% Total Agree 
 65% 76% 64% 64% 63% 47% 72%   Strongly agree 
 19% 7% 20% 22% 21% 16% 14%   Somewhat agree 
 12% 17% 11% 9% 9% 31% 12% Total Disagree 
 7% 7% 7% 7% 7% 15% 5%   Somewhat disagree 
 5% 10% 4% 2% 3% 17% 7%   Strongly disagree 
 3% --- 4% 4% 5% 5% 2% Neither agree nor disagree 

 
 
 

  

8b.   All things being equal, it is better 
for children to be raised in a 
household that has a married mother 
and father. 
 

  86% --- 86% 92% 66% 74% 85% Total Agree 
 68% --- 68% 73% 47% 63% 69%   Strongly agree 
 18% --- 18% 19% 18% 11% 15%   Somewhat agree 
 10% --- 10% 5% 22% 24% 12% Total Disagree 
 5% --- 5% 4% 14% 3% 6%   Somewhat disagree 
 4% --- 4% 1% 8% 22% 6%   Strongly disagree 
 4% --- 4% 3% 12% 2% 3% Neither agree nor disagree 
 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- Don't Know/Refused 

 
 
 

  

8c.   A family created through lawful 
marriage is the fundamental unit of 
society.  
 

  78% 78% 78% 85% 54% 72% 75% Total Agree 
 57% 58% 57% 62% 32% 58% 57%   Strongly agree 
 21% 20% 21% 23% 22% 15% 18%   Somewhat agree 
 15% 21% 14% 8% 30% 23% 20% Total Disagree 
 8% 11% 7% 5% 20% 8% 9%   Somewhat disagree 
 7% 9% 7% 4% 10% 15% 11%   Strongly disagree 
 6% - 7% 7% 12% 4% 4% Neither agree nor disagree 
 1% - 1% - 4% 1% - Don't Know/Refused 

 
 
 

  

8e.   Divorce is usually the best 
solution when a couple can’t seem to 
work out their marriage problems. 
 

  44% -- 44% 36% 60% 55% 57% Total Agree 
 25% -- 25% 18% 35% 29% 44%   Strongly agree 
 19% -- 19% 19% 25% 26% 13%   Somewhat agree 
 46% -- 46% 55% 28% 32% 35% Total Disagree 
 22% -- 22% 26% 16% 15% 15%   Somewhat disagree 
 24% -- 24% 29% 12% 18% 20%   Strongly disagree 
 7% -- 7% 7% 11% 11% 7% Neither agree nor disagree 
 2% -- 2% 2% 2% 2% 1% Don't Know/Refused 
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8f.   Having children interferes too 
much with the freedom of parents. 
 

  30% -- 30% 27% 26% 42% 38% Total Agree 
 12% -- 12% 9% 10% 15% 23%   Strongly agree 
 18% -- 18% 17% 16% 26% 15%   Somewhat agree 
 61% -- 61% 64% 62% 46% 53% Total Disagree 
 26% -- 26% 26% 41% 18% 18%   Somewhat disagree 
 35% -- 35% 38% 22% 29% 35%   Strongly disagree 
 8% -- 8% 7% 10% 9% 8% Neither agree nor disagree 
 2% -- 2% 2% 2% 3% 1% Don't Know/Refused 
 

 
 
 

  

9.   Which one comes closest to your 
own point of view?  Families with 
multiple children help improve society 
…OR… Families with multiple 
children add to the problems of 
society.    

  50% 70% 47% 51% 68% 32% 21% Help improve society 
 34% 21% 36% 32% 10% 50% 68% Add to the problems of society 
 13% 7% 14% 16% 17% 12% 7% Neither 
 3% 2% 3% 2% 5% 6% 5% Don't Know/Refused 
 

 
 
 

  

10.   Which one comes closest to 
your own point of view?  Government 
policies in [COUNTRY] encourage 
families to have children …OR… 
Government policies in [COUNTRY] 
discourage families from having 
children. 

  41% 50% 39% 46% 28% 45% 16% Encourage 
 40% 38% 40% 31% 51% 36% 73% Discourage 
 16% 9% 17% 20% 16% 11% 6% Neither 
 4% 3% 4% 3% 5% 9% 5% Don't Know/Refused 
 

 
 
 

  

11.   Which of the following best 
describes your current marital status? 
 

  58% 55% 59% 61% 57% 65% 47% Married 
 2% 3% 2% 1% 2% 1% 5% Separated 
 4% 14% 3% 2% 8% 3% 4% Divorced 
 3% 6% 3% 2% 6% 2% 4% Widowed 
 1% -- 1% 1% 5% 3% -- Engaged to be married 
 3% -- 3% 1% 8% 1% 11% Living with significant other 
 28% 22% 29% 32% 14% 27% 29% Single and never been married 
 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- Don't Know/Refused 

 
 
 

  

12.   How many biological and / or 
adopted children do you have? 

  12% 28% 9% -- 17% 29% 31% None 
 54% 58% 53% 51% 69% 43% 53% 1-3 
 11% 13% 11% 8% 6% 26% 16% 4+ 
 24% -- 27% 40% 7% 3% -- Don't Know/Refused 

 
 
 

  

14.   What might prevent you from 
having more children?  Would you 
say…  
 

  50% 32% 53% 57% 50% 40% 45% Money or financial 
        considerations 
 2% 1% 2% 3% -- 2% 1% Religious beliefs 
 4% 2% 4% 5% 2% 3% 4% Government policies or laws 
 10% 5% 11% 13% 1% 14% 8% Influence of spouse, partner,  
        family, or friends 
 23% 29% 22% 24% 5% 27% 27% Biological or health reasons 
 12% 8% 13% 11% 7% 31% 15% None of the above 
 14% 22% 13% 10% 36% 5% 10% Don't Know/Refused 

 
 
 

  



 4 
        Middle          

  US   Non   East/ Latin  
 Total Total  US   Asia  Europe  Africa  America 
 

15.   If someone had to give up one of 
the following life goals, which of the 
following do you think a person 
should be most willing to give up? 

  8% -- 8% 9% 3% 3% 12% A good marriage 
 6% -- 6% 7% 1% 6% 5% Strong family with happy 
        children 
 45% -- 45% 53% 33% 40% 23% A nice home 
 17% -- 17% 12% 16% 13% 41% Financial security 
 6% -- 6% 7% 7% 3% 5% A healthy life 
 18% -- 18% 12% 40% 36% 15% Don't Know/Refused 

 
 
 

  

D5.   What is your religious 
preference? What denomination would 
that be?  
 

  39% 82% 33% 11% 78% 32% 86% Christian (NET)  
 18% 23% 17% 5% 20% 10% 72% Catholic 
 3% 18% 1% -- 1% 1% 2% Baptist 
 3% 8% 2% 2% 1% 1% 1% Methodist 
 1% 5% -- -- -- -- -- Lutheran 
 3% 4% 3% 4% -- 3% -- Presbyterian 
 2% -- 2% -- 13% 5% -- Church of England/Church of 
        Ireland/Anglican 
 -- 2% -- -- -- -- -- Episcopal 
 2% -- 3% -- 20% -- -- Church of Sweden 
 2% 4% 1% -- 1% 4% 4% Other Protestant 
 2% -- 2% -- 15% -- -- Orthodox/Eastern Orthodox 
 -- -- -- -- 2% -- -- Greek Catholic 
 -- 1% -- -- -- -- -- LDS/Mormon 
 4% 16% 2% -- 3% 7% 6% Other Christian 
 
 2% 1% 2% -- -- 25% -- Jewish 
 7% -- 8% 11% -- 13% -- Shiite Muslim 
 3% -- 3% 1% 1% 29% -- Sunni Muslim 
 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- Shinto 
 9% -- 11% 17% -- -- -- Hindu 
 19% -- 21% 33% -- -- -- Buddhist 
 3% -- 3% 5% -- -- -- Taoist 
 -- -- -- -- -- 1% -- African Traditional Religion 
 -- -- -- -- -- -- 1% Brethren 
 -- 3% -- -- -- -- -- Other Non-Christian 
 -- -- -- -- -- -- 2% Spiritism 
 -- -- -- -- -- -- 3% Gospel 
 15% 14% 15% 21% 7% -- 8% None/No denomination given/ 
         Atheist  
 2% -- 2% -- 13% -- -- Don't Know/Refused 

 
 
 

  

D6.   How important is religion in your 
life?  Please rate this importance on a 
1-to-7 scale, where “1” means religion 
is not at all important in your life, and 
“7” means religion is extremely 
important in your life.   

  39% 43% 38% 37% 16% 57% 52% (7) 
 51% 56% 50% 49% 21% 75% 67% (6-7) 
 33% 33% 34% 36% 43% 18% 24% (3-5) 
 15% 11% 15% 15% 34% 7% 8% (1-2) 
 1% -- 1% -- 2% -- 1% Don't Know/Refused 
 5.1 5.4 5.1 5.1 3.7 5.9 5.8 Mean 
 

 


